
  

NOVEMBER 2018 
KHBA NEWSLETTER 
Welcome to our 4th and final newsletter for 2018. My, how fast has this year 

flown. It seems like just the other day we were setting goals for 2018 and as if in 

a flash we are starting to wrap up this year. While there have been challenges 

along the way, we have learnt from it and view it from a lessons learnt and 

experiences gained perspective. 2018 has been a productive year and through 

the support of the local community as well as the commitment, dedication and 

passion displayed by the KHBA committee this year ends off on a positive note 

with many objectives achieved.   

 

If you are not already a member of Keep Hillcrest Beautiful, we would also love 

to have you on board. Everyone is welcome & for only R100 per annum you will 

assist us in making a difference. Each & every contribution in the form of 

membership or sponsorship assists us in sustaining our beautification efforts. 

We need your help to support us in our efforts & would like to interact as much 

as possible with the Hillcrest community.  
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Who are we? 

The Keep Hillcrest Beautiful Association is a voluntary association that aims to maintain the natural beauty in and 

around Hillcrest. Our volunteers tackle issues such as littering, graffiti, invasive alien plants, illegal signage, and try 

to promote beautiful verges. 

We are socially concerned and provide employment through projects to alleviate, to some small extent, the poverty 

with which we are surrounded in Hillcrest. 

With the capacity for service delivery stretched to the limit in many parts of eThekwini, our KHBA volunteers do 

what they can to assist the municipality in maintaining Hillcrest as an attractive and appealing destination. 

     2018 REPORT FROM OUR CHAIRPERSON: MARGE MITCHELL 

Our Treasurer of 6 years who has been a stalwart of KHBA is relocating to 

Simonstown in December. Jean Jooste has been a most efficient Treasurer and 

helpful member of the committee. It was possible to call on her for any 

unforeseen events and she was always willing and able. The Committee are 

going to miss her sorely – her cheerfulness, willingness and loyalty are to be 

commended. Go well Jean – and keep in touch. Your contribution has been 

invaluable. 

  

How very lucky KHBA is to have “discovered” Kendel Janson. In response to a 

letter of appeal to the Highway Mail KHBA now has a new Treasurer – she is 

young, enthusiastic, and “on the ball!!”. KHBA wishes her many years with the 

Association. Kendel is injecting a new excitement into the Association and has 

brought the average age of the committee down by a large degree. Thank you 

Kendel. Together with our other newest [young] member, Rosanne Griffin, the future of KHBA is assured.  

 

The Association is most fortunate to have had Rosanne Griffin join – and her offer to present the newsletter – which 

has received many favourable comments.  

 

The Association has had another successful year in that we have acquired more subscribers, and now also have a 

number of corporate subscribers – namely The Hillcrest Bowls Club, Gillitts Sports Club, and Graham Lewis 

Optometrists. 

 

Steven Waddy had resigned from KHBA committee. Steven has been a member for 10 years and has been the main 

“go to” person when “heavy” work was required – because of being young and strong. Steven was invaluable in the 

removal of illegal signs in eThekwini as required by the contract with the municipality. Others to resign from KHBA 

this year are Ian Rich who had the portfolio of “Newsletter” and Pat Green whose portfolio was the removal of illegal 

signs. They contributed largely to the success of the Association and we owe them a debt of gratitude.  

 

We are proud of the fact that we are able to provide employment to 5 persons in this time of severe unemployment 

in SA. They are Welcome Ngcobo and Vukani Cele and Doris Mazeka who work at the recycling centre. And Zukisane 

and Songezile Nathaza who maintain the verges in Old Main Road, Hospital Road, Crooked Lane, and Inanda road 

[a section]. The cost to KHBA is therefore R1000/day in wages to our staff. My request to our community is to please 

subscribe to your Association – R100 a year subscription equates to less than a loaf of bread a month - and the 

benefits are out of all proportion to this “loaf of bread a month contribution.” You are not required to do anything 

except help KHBA remain sustainable. 



 

We need your help! 

To sustain our beautification projects and programmes, we rely on sponsorship & membership fees so we may 

continue in our efforts of keeping Hillcrest clean & green. We call on all interested residents & businesses who would 

like to form part of this worthy cause to email mmitchell@tiscali.co.za, visit our Facebook page or website 

www.khba.org.za for more info on how to sign up.  

Each individual contribution makes a significant difference! 

 

Hillcrest road maintenance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zukisane and Songezile Nathaza are employed by the Association and they work hard at maintaining roads and streets in 

Hillcrest. 

They have been in employment for 9 years and 3 years respectively and are reliable, hardworking and dedicated. For 

whatever reasons maintenance of roads and streets is intermittent at best and if we wish to live in an appealing 

environment then it is necessary at times to “do it yourself”. 

The arguments against this philosophy is “I pay rates so why should I help”. There can be no logical reply to that – it just 

means a change in mindset – and getting on as a community to make the best of our surroundings – to the benefit of all. 

Next time you see Zuki and Song why not buy them a cool-drink or some such – to show your appreciation for their hard 

work. 

If you are moved to contribute, please contact our Treasurer Kendel on 083 267 6908 or kendel@mweb.co.za  

Alternatively visit our webpage khba.org.za to download the bank details. 
 

http://www.khba.org.za/
mailto:kendel@mweb.co.za


Memorial bench for Brigit Ramsden 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Siting of the memorial bench for Brigit Ramsden in Springside Nature 

Reserve – George Victor, Marge Mitchell, Vukani Cele, Thokosane Khwela 

KHBA Committee members walk in Springside Nature Reserve to visit 

Brigit Ramsden’s bench of remembrance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barbara, Daryll Fourie, Eunice Barendse and Marge Mitchell were the 

contingent who went to visit the bench placed in memory of Brigit Ramsden 

whose commitment to the Association and her support of our efforts were 

exemplary. The bench is situated in a beautiful glade next to a stream in 

Springside Nature Reserve. George Victor, Chairman of the Hillcrest 

Conservancy gave kind permission to have the bench placed in the Reserve. 

Thanks to George Victor and Ian Patrick who have placed rounds of wood as 

seating and a resting place for visitors. 

 

 

 

 

In an area of Crooked Lane 

there have been year-long 

issues with littering and 

destroying the garden KHBA 

planted up outside Hirsch. A fire 

was lit recently by the vagrants 

and burned many of the plants 

in the area. 

Vukani Cele of KHBA planted 

some Aloes and Polygala in the 

area to beautify it. 

Marge Mitchell (Chairman of 

KHBA) and Vukani also picked 

up the litter and cardboard that 

was in the area and the result is 

a 100% improvement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KHA beautifies 

Crooked Lane 



 

Train Ride courtesy of Umgeni Steam Railway 

What a treat! A train ride thanks to Umgeni Steam Railway. Zukani and Song 

had a fun ride from Kloof to Inchanga. KHBA extends a special thank you to 

Marc Bouchier who sponsors the maintenance of the rail reserve.  

Left : Zukisane, Songezile and Marc Bouchier of Umgeni Steam Railway 

Arbour day tree planting 

Thanks to Gill Noyce who donated two 

Umdoni [Syzygium cordatum] trees, also 

known as the Waterberry tree. Thanks to 

Eunice Barendse who delivered the trees 

plus two bags of compost to the park in Elizabeth road which Keep Hillcrest 

Beautiful Association adopted in 2008. 

Zukisane & Songezile Nathaza (right) mulched around the trees planted in 

previous years and then planted the two Umdoni tree. This tree is known for its 

many uses. The fleshy fruit is slightly acidic in flavour and is eaten by children, 

monkeys, bush-babies, bats and birds. The berries are also used to sometimes 

make an alcoholic drink. In central Africa the tree is known as a remedy for stomach ache and diarrhoea. It is also used to 

treat respiratory ailments and tuberculosis. The tree grows to a height of 8 – 15 metres. 

The KHBA Team 

Special thanks must be extended to our group of dedicated individuals who work hard to maintain our beautiful 
neighbourhood for over a decade. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Verge awards by Keep Hillcrest Beautiful Association – 2018 – 2019 corporate verge winner – 

BP service station in Old Main Road, Hillcrest 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The BP service station in Hillcrest is most appealing - and the verge opposite the station is kept most beautifully by the 

owners Debbie & Mons Clark. The loffelstein retaining wall is pristine and planted up with indigenous Bulbine which make 

a beautiful show with their yellow flowers, and are waterwise. KHBA thanks Mons and Debbie for beautifying the area. This 

benefits all who visit Hillcrest, and the residents of Hillcrest as well. 

Maggie Fleming of KHBA hands over the trophy and certificate to Mons while Marc Anderson, manager of Richdens hands 

over a very generous sponsored hamper. Our thanks to Richdens. 

KHBA encourages all commercial properties to help beautify the village cum city by investing some time on their verges. 

The orange bag saga 

The initiative by eThekwini municipality in 2015 for homeowners to recycle paper using the “orange bag” is to be 

commended. However, the whole initiative has apparently been brought to nought through alleged corruption and 

mismanagement. A headline in the Mercury [07 09 2018] reads: “SIU to probe R90 million “orange bag tender fraud” – The 

Mercury 07 09 2018” 

Keep Hillcrest Beautiful Association [KHBA] receives many calls about the orange bags – such as “where are the orange 

bags – no delivery etc.” The Mercury features its front-page article which explains the whole saga. 

The article reads as follows: “President Cyril Ramaphosa has authorised the Special Investigating Unit [SIU] to probe the 

R90 000 000 orange bags tender awarded by eThekwini municipality under suspicious circumstances in 2015. The R90 

million-rand contract was awarded to Persian Star Investments 11 CC – – -. The forensic investigation by an independent 

firm had also found that senior officials in the municipality had played a role in the irregular awarding of the tender. 

The above answers many of the questions posed to the KHBA regarding the “örange bag” initiative. 



 

*R100 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FEE* 

To support our efforts your R100 annual membership fee will go a long way in making our work sustainable. Please 

help us to keep Hillcrest Beautiful by making your R100 payment to: 

 

Name: Keep Hillcrest Beautiful Association 

Bank: Standard Bank, Hillcrest Branch 

Branch Number: 045 726 00 

Account Number: 25 661 876 3 

NB: Please use your surname and initial as the reference 

 

Email proof of payment to kendel@mweb.co.za along with your name, email address and contact number 

Projects organised and maintained by the committee of KHBA include: 

• The Hillcrest Recycling Centre, Cnr Hospital & Delamore Rd, Hillcrest  

• Helping to clear and maintain railway lines  

• Clearing weeds, alien vegetation and litter on Old Main Road, as well   

• Maintaining public gardens  

• Removing graffiti and illegal signs  

• Removing aliens and planting indigenous trees  

• Verge maintenance  

• An ongoing verge competition for residential, businesses and complex verges 

A big thank you to all our sponsors 

• Hillcrest Corner 
• Pro Appointments 

• Colony Centre 

• Boldprop  

• Pam Maynard 

• Hillcrest High 

• Richdens Spar 

• SOS Web Services 

• Mass Landscapers – Myles Steenhuisen 

• Pick ‘n Pay – Hillcrest  

• Sandop – Dave Howard 

 

mailto:kendel@mweb.co.za

